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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Participant: 1 - Regionalna agencija za razvoj istocne Srbije 
(RARIS) 

PIC number:  933647020 

Project name and acronym:  
Rural communities’ engagement bringing green 
solutions — Rural Green 

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: WP1 

Event name: 
"Circular Economy is a New Industrial Revolution" - Kick off 
Conference 

Type: conference 

In situ/online: in-situ 

Location: Serbia, Knjaževac 

Date(s): 22-24.04.2024 

Website(s) (if any): n/a 

Participants 

Female: 25 

Male: 23 

Non-binary: 0 

From country 1 [Serbia]: 34 

From country 2 [Bosnia and 
Herzegovina]: 

3 

From country 3 [Bulgaria]: 4 

From country 4 [Croatia]: 4 

From country 5 [Slovenia]: 3 

Total number of participants: 48 From total number of countries: 5 

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 
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The Kick off Conference of the Project, with a title "Circular Economy is a New Industrial Revolution" 
was organized in Knjazevac, Serbia, in period 22-24. April 2024. 

The goals of the Conference were to raise awareness on EU green policies, greening of rural 
economy and introducing circular economy in rural areas and to create transnational framework for 
more inclusive policy making process in greening rural economy and faster transition to circular 
economy. 

As an integral part of the Conference, the Steering Committee meeting was organized in Knjazevac on 
April 22nd. During the Steering Committee meeting, the partners has discussed overall project 
management and all other issues considering project implementation. Partners has delegated the 
Steering Committee members and signed the partnership agreements. During the meeting, the “Alfa 
Klima” Company from Knjaževac has presented the new solutions in energy efficient systems for air 
conditioning.  

The main event - Project Kick-off conference “Circular Economy is a New Industrial Revolution” was 
organized in Knjazevac in Culture Center on 23rd of April. 

The conference was opened by introductory speeches by Vladan Jeremic director of RARIS, lead 
partner on the Project and Milan Đokić, Mayor of Municipality of Knjazevac.  

After the overall presentation of the project and partners in the project, Dušan Vasiljević, international 
expert for strategic planning in the field of environment, ecological, economic and energy security, 
renewable energy sources and sustainable development was speaking about the place of circular 
economy in modern society, with a practical examples that are easy to implement in rural 
communities. 

The Conference focused on harnessing the circular economy (CE) for greener rural communities and 
a more sustainable Europe. Discussions explored challenges, achievements, and future prospects in 
four key areas: 

1. European Values and Green Environment 

Challenges: Climate change, biodiversity loss, resource depletion threaten well-being and core 
European values like intergenerational equity. 

Achievements: The EU Green Deal and Circular Economy Action Plan promote environmental 
protection and resource conservation. 

Future: Strengthen enforcement, empower citizens, and foster eco-innovation to uphold European 
values. 

2. Circular Economy as a New Approach 

Challenges: Transitioning from linear models, aligning policies, and securing financing for CE 
initiatives. 

Achievements: The EU Action Plan promotes CE principles, and successful projects showcase its 
viability and economic benefits. 

Future: Standardization, digitalization, and scaling up best practices can accelerate the shift towards a 
circular economy. 

3. Rural Areas and Circular Economy 

Strengths: Abundance of local resources, traditional skills, and strong community bonds offer a unique 
advantage for rural areas to embrace CE. 

Challenges: Limited access to infrastructure, funding, and knowledge about CE principles hinder wider 
adoption. 

Future: Digitalization, capacity building, and integrating CE into rural development policies can unlock 
opportunities and revitalize rural economies. 

4. Circular Economy and European Ecological Values 

Alignment: CE directly promotes environmental protection, intergenerational equity, and the 
precautionary principle. 

Challenges: Measuring impacts and achieving systemic change require broader societal shifts. 

Future: Life Cycle Assessment, circular economy indicators, and mainstreaming CE principles across 
policies can maximize ecological benefits. 
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By engaging in CE practices, rural communities can contribute significantly to a greener future for 
Serbia and Europe, aligning with core European values of sustainability and environmental 
responsibility. 

Good practice examples were presented by: 

- Homeland Museum Knjaževac - Organizing workshops on local crafts and skills  
- “Demetra” Company, Knjaževac - Sustainable production of local food and drink 
- Mountaineering Association of Serbia, PSD Ljuba Nešić  - Ecotourism  
- Association “Izvor” - Partnership with local craftsmen  
- Public Utility Company “Standard” – Knjaževac - Development of local recycling infrastructure  
- Direction for development, urbanism and construction of Knjaževac Municipality - Energy 

efficient public services  
- The “Timok Club” NGO - Community composting programs 
- “Agromarket” Company - Using cherry pits for heating 

The good practice examples were also presented by the partners in the project: 

- Centar kompetencija za napredno inženjerstvo Nova Gradiška - Croatia 
- Association Vidin Chamber of Commerce and Industry - Bulgaria 
- Razvojna agencija Savinjsko-Šaleške regije – Slovenia 
- Centar za ekonomski i ruralni razvoj – Bosnia and Herzegovina 
- RARIS Regionalna agencija za razvoj istočne Srbije 

During the Conference, as a side event, the “Coffee With Journalists” was organized in order to 
disseminate information on Project and the Conference to the media, where several interviews and 
reports were recorded and published latter. One representative of the lead partner also had and 
interview on local FKMS Radio. During the Conference, exhibition of partners’ posters with a good 
examples on circular economy was organized in main hole of the Culture Center.  

The Conference has gathered 48 participants from 5 countries (Serbia, Bulgaria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia and Slovenia), out of which 25 was women and 23 was men. 

On third day of the Conference, the study visits for the participants were organized to:  

- Association “IZVOR” –production of traditional crafts products, preservation of heritage and reuse of 
materials 

- “DEMETRA” Company – production of natural and healthy food and best experiences in circular 
economy 

As a result of the Conference, the inputs for policy paper with recommendations for a circular future 
was gathered. These recommendations should support a faster transition towards a greener rural 
economy in Serbia, based on the principles of circular economy. The policy paper will be produced for 
local event. 

According to the evaluation, the goals of the Conference were reached and the participants have rated 
it with a high score. Asked to rate specific issues from 1-5 (5 is the highest rank), average scores were 
the following: 

CONFERENCE CONTENT:  

The Conference objectives were achieved 4.93 

The content of the Conference corresponded to my needs and expectations 4.80 

The materials and presentations provided enough information, are clear and easy to use 4.80 

ASSESSMENT OF THE QUALITY OF CONFERENCE:    

The speakers are competent for the topics covered in the Conference 4.87 

The speakers' attitude towards the participants is fair and focused on their needs 4.80 

Conference space and logistical support were adequate 4.33 

The total duration of the Conference was appropriate 4.73 

My knowledge and skills, after this Conference, have been improved and enriched 4.53 

EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CONFERENCE:    

I have learned something new about circular economy 4.67 

I was able to get answers to my questions during the conference 4.93 

Conference didn‘t only cover only basics but offered new information 4.67 
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International experiences provided new ideas that can be useful in my country 4.87 

Conference met my expectations? 4.73 

I would be interested in additional training sessions similar to this one 4.80 

Content of the conference is relevant to my professional development needs 4.60 

I am satisfied with the networking opportunities provided 4.73 

 

This document is also published on the web site: 

https://rural-green.raris.org 

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 08.05.2024 Initial version (new MFF). 

2.0 13.12.2024 Agenda and Invitation letter added 

   

 



   

Zaječar, Serbia, 15.04.2024. 

 
                                                                                                             

To: 
1. CEKOM - Centar kompetencija za napredno inženjerstvo Nova Gradiška doo 

2. VDCCI - Association Vidin Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
3. RA SASA - Razvojna agencija Savinjsko-Šaleške regije, doo 

4. CERD BIH - Centar za ekonomski i ruralni razvoj 

 
 

 
 

Ref:  Invitation for participation on the Kick off Conference "Circular Economy is a New Industrial 

Revolution" - under the project “Rural communities’ engagement bringing green solutions”, Project 
acronym: Rural Green under the Call: CERV-2023-CITIZENS-TOWN-NT 

 
 

INVITATION 
 

 

Dear Partners, 
 

I am pleased to invite you to participate in the Kick off Conference "Circular Economy is a New 
Industrial Revolution" - under the project “Rural communities’ engagement bringing green solutions”, 

funded under the GRANT AGREEMENT for the Project 101138179 by the European Education and 

Culture Executive Agency (EACEA), under the powers delegated by the European Commission, which 
will be organized in the period of 22-24. April 2024 in Knjaževac, Serbia. 

 
We kindly ask you to confirm your participation not later than 15:00h on 17. of April 2024 by phone: 

+381 (0)19 426 376, or by e-mail: office@raris.org. 
 

Looking forward to successful cooperation! 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Vladan Jeremić 
Director 



   

AGENDA 

 

of the Kick off Conference "Circular Economy is a New Industrial Revolution" - under the 

project “Rural communities’ engagement bringing green solutions”, funded under the 

GRANT AGREEMENT for the Project 101138179 

Place: Culture Center, Knjaževac, Serbia, Branka Radičevića 1 

 

Monday 22.04.2024 

 

16.00 – 17.00 
 
17.00 –19.00 
 
 
 

 
19.00-20.00 
 
 
20.00 

Arriving and accommodation of participants. 

 

Steering committee meeting (Delegation of Steering committee members, 

Project management; Communication plan; Monitoring of results and all other 

issues considering project implementation; Action plan for project 

implementation; Signing of Partnership Agreements) 

 

New solutions in energy efficient systems for climatization – Alfa Klima 

Company, Knjaževac 

 

Welcome dinner  

 

Tuesday 23.04.2024 

 

09.00 – 09.30 
09.30 – 09.45 

Registration of participants. 

Opening of the Conference and welcome speeches 

- Vladan Jeremić, RARIS, director 

- Milan Đokić, Municipality of Knjazevac, Mayor 

09.45 – 10.00 
10.00 – 11.00 

Presentation of the project 

Presentation of partners 

 

11.00 – 11.30 
 
11.00 – 11.30  

Coffee break 

 

Coffee with journalists 

  
11.30 – 12.30 
 

 
 
 
12.30 – 14.00 

Circular Economy is a New Industrial Revolution – Dušan Vasiljević, 

international expert for strategic planning in the field of environment, 

ecological, economic and energy security, renewable energy sources and 

sustainable development 

 

Panel Discussions: 

1. European Values and Green Environment 

2. Circular Economy as a New Approach 

3. Rural Areas and Circular Economy 

4. Circular Economy Experience in Promoting European Ecological Values 

 

14.00 – 15.00           Break for lunch 

 

15.00 – 16.30 Presentation of good practice examples: 

- Organizing workshops on local crafts and skills – Homeland Museum 

Knjaževac 

- Sustainable production of local food and drink – Demetra Company, 

Knjaževac 



   

- Ecotourism - Mountaineering Association of Serbia, PSD Ljuba Nešić 

- Partnership with local craftsmen - Association Izvor 

- Development of local recycling infrastructure – Public Utility Company 

“Standard” - Knjaževac 

- Energy efficient public services – Direction for development, urbanism 

and construction of Knjaževac Municipality 

- Community composting programs – The Timok Club 

- Using cherry pits for heating – “Agromarket” Company 

 

16.30 – 17.00  Coffee break 

 

17.00 – 18.00 
 
 
 

 
 
 
18.00 – 18.30  

Presentation of good practice examples: 

- Centar kompetencija za napredno inženjerstvo Nova Gradiška - Croatia 

- Association Vidin Chamber of Commerce and Industry - Bulgaria 

- Razvojna agencija Savinjsko-Šaleške regije – Slovenia 

- Centar za ekonomski i ruralni razvoj – Bosnia and Herzegovina 

- RARIS Regionalna agencija za razvoj istočne Srbije 

 

Final discussion and closure of the Conference 

 

18.30 
 
20.00 
   

Free time 
 
Dinner 

Wednesday 24.04.2024 

 

10.00 – 12.00 
 
12.00 
 
13.30 – 14.30 
 
14.30 

Study visits:  

- Association “IZVOR” –production of traditional crafts products, 

preservation of heritage and reuse of materials 

- “DEMETRA” Company – production of natural and healthy food and 

best experiences in circular economy 

 

Lunch 

 

Visit to the Felix Romuliana UNESCO archeological site (optional) 

 

Departure of participants 

 


